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'Fnr MY Eeneraticns Quekers, like Memmonites, were noted for
(heir close-knit, plain communities, separated from many of the
structures of the larger society. In this century Friends have faced
- assimilation into the larger culture, We have had to struggle with the
meaning of faithfulness as our communities have become more open
v both the needs and opportunities of our world.

Super-Parents, Super-Professionals.
Super-Church Members

One of the most unexpected dilemmas we have had to confront as the
result of this cultural ¢hange is basyness, To live in the twentieth cen-
tury, at least in most areas of North America, i5 to be overwhelmed
with the demands on one's time and energy.,

Commitment to the Friends Meeting today is often measured by
the ameunt of time we put into a plethora of worthwhile committees,
projects, boards, and programs. To do well in virtually any contempo-
rary profession requires so much of our tme, we wonder if there is
any room left for the rest of our lives. To compound the situation we
are hombarded from morning to night with a flow of words through
newspapers, billboards, radio, and television, This barrage powerfully
shapes our assumptions and expectations,

Ohur lives are lived against a constant backdrop of exterior and inte-
rior noise. In this psvehic clutter, we have to sort out the important
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A Losting trift

appropriate for their arcomstances and their members. Whatever
the forms, we helieve that & corporate commitment to a life of quiel
listening and renewed discipleship is a powerful prophetic challeng:
to our world which has lost itself in its own human demands aml
busyness. In that quiet place we can again receive God’s Word of chas-
tisement, forgiveness, healing, and divection. Our lives, our activities
and our words can go forth, grounded in the Werd, Christ, answering
that of God in everyone,
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