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The second sign that suggested itselfto me imnedi.tte\) isfTom lhe unprogconmed tradition.
American Friends lend to see lhe sepdr.ttions of.t .ouple oJ centuries ago as something that has

harned their Jellowship. We cdn debate that proposition, but it is not ohvious 4s it tttight seem
Some of the undergroutul streafis oJ lhe lg'h cenlury seem to me to be flowing logether in the
work of the S.hool of t|ne Spirit, which pr.)fides opportunities for a ra ge of religi(ms exercises
vhich I fnd exciling a .1 rcgald as highll ignifcdnt dntl worthy of much wider pdrlicipation

7he School ofthe Spiit has its tools in q gtthering called together by Sdnfua Crcnk t td
Kdthryn D.rrrli.no while ds Petulte Hill, to explore the topic of spirihal ,tltrtwe dnLl its limited
presence and prdctice in the Religiotts Society of Friends dl lhat time. Out of these conversations
-they 

discemei a call to begin lhe S.hool of the Spiri( a ministry ol prayer and ledming de|oted
to the etemal school of the spirit "where the ministers fund elders dre alt .tys in sessiott."

Novarlays the School oI the Spi'jlt, Jtourishing as d hinislry undet the care o.f Philadelphia
Yearly Meeting, ofers Nicipants retreats, spiritual nurture, spirilual Aienhhips 6nd guidance

and cotrfetences and ttdining fu *ltious fel^. Its concern is with ministry dnd prepalation Jbr
minislry lhr@gh j:titfuIness, silent worship, irvard prepdralion and a deepening personal

atuareness of the inward plesence ol the Spirit

Ihese, in f^ct, were lTaditionolb) the disciplines necessaryfor the practie of our distitlcti'eJbm
of wtrship, onwhich so much else depends. This worshiP is not aftee-for-all: it is not therdpy'
disc ssion, dn encounter 87oup - nor even d peliul o.f leslimon! - il is a distittctive dnd
immensely powerf way lo appr.rach (H and h.ts its charucteristic and necessary cc'n ention't
enbtxlied in those who are called to eldership and ministty, ancl whose gifts are recogt ted 4s
such. It nee.lt institutions and the School oI lhe Spiit rcmi dt us lhat we 4/e a corpolate bod)'

.for mutudl s:upport ds well as a collection of indi'idt tls.

I lhink it is cruciall! importdnt to encourage the growth of this kind of rxinislry am(mg I'riends'
It gives botly to o r ldnguage arul reminds us Qfvhy we are dininctive ln a period when seriotrs
questions are being asked in lhe Programmed tradition (whele morc o:f this surri'es tha is
generafu rccognized) there is a grc1t dedl to be leatned awl prcrcticed as a consequence oJ lhe
work ofthis group of Frienh. Ifyou want hope, you will fnd il here.

a ministry of prayer and learning devoted to
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